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The sixteenth Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA met
August 8-12, 2022, in Columbus, Ohio. The
Northeastern Minnesota Synod had thirteen voting
members and three support members who
attended. We gathered under the theme “Embody
the Word.” We were called into better discernment
on what it means to Embody the Word and how that
translates into living out our call as the body of Christ
– to Embody the Word in our daily lives. We joined
889 fellow voting members while participating in
powerful worship in a variety of styles, learning about
the vast ministries we do together as a
denomination, voting on major memorials and
constitutional provisions which will shape the future
of this church, voting for a new Vice President of the
ELCA, voting on members for the Church Council,
committees and boards of this church, and
experiencing the emotional apology and admission
that we are complicit in our actions of welcoming and
treating all people with the love of Christ.
Dr. Anthony Bateza, professor at St. Olaf College,
shared a bible study emphasizing embodying Christ
and creating trust in Christ’s body. He described that
at this moment in time, it can be really hard to be
church together in our congregations and in our
world. He explained that trust among Christ’s body
depends on competence (our abilities used among

situations and context) and commitment (to do what
we say we’ll do). We can have competence without
commitment, and we can have commitment without
competence. This can lead to too much trust in our
church and too little trust in our church depending on
to whom our church is serving and to whom our
church is listening. This can lead, and has led, to our
church body loving one another and hurting and
harming one another – by things we have done and
by things we have left undone - by things we say, but
do not live out.
The Churchwide Assembly was an awakening and a
call for our church to do what we say we do. We
passed a memorial for a Renewed Lutheran Church to
consider revising our constitutional documents. We
voted to revise our social statement Human
Sexuality: Gift and Trust. We apologized for our
injustices to Iglesia Santa Maria Peregrina for harm
experienced from actions taken by the Sierra Pacific
Synod and this church, and we were called into better
relationship in our Declaration to American Indian
and Alaska Native people with a corresponding
amended land return and reparations resolution.
We were also called to truly get to work for the
healing and wholeness of the Body of Christ. All of us
are called to practice competence and to commit to
loving and seeking justice for our neighbors who have
been hurt, harmed, and marginalized. This harm,
harms all of us. Thus, what would it be like for our
Body of Christ to feel whole? How would this impact
God’s world? Bishop Patricia Davenport of the
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod preached a
powerful sermon on Friday that seeks these
questions and calls us to Embody Christ so fully that
together we deconstruct injustices and “isms” (watch
her
sermon: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFX5D
wHv8bc). Seriously, watch and listen!
Dr. Bateza ended his bible study on Wednesday by
sharing that to build trust, we must put Christ at the
center and position ourselves and our churches on
Christ, stating, “We must trust our God, who has
embodied us, as we try as best as we can to embody
Christ.” Bishop Tracie Bartholomew of the New Jersey
Synod and Chair of the Conference of Bishops stated,
“We become what we love and who we love shapes
what we become…May we love Jesus so much that
the people we encounter, encounter the living body
of Christ.”

This was a moving, challenging, exhilarating, and
exhausting week. What a privilege it was for our
voting members and guests to participate in this lifegiving work of the church. Northeastern Minnesota
Synod, we are thankful for you and we are grateful
for this opportunity to serve our Synod at
Churchwide Assembly. Our prayer is that we all might
reflect on what it means to embody Christ so much
that we learn to love our neighbors more radically
and deeply. With this love, may Christ’s church be
transformed.
Check out these video Recordings of plenary sessions
and worship services from
CWA2022: https://www.elca.org/churchwideassembly
Documents: https://www.elca.org/Resources/Churchwi
de-Assembly
CWO Convocation CWA Highlights FINAL.pdf

ADOPT - A - HIGHWAY
The board of Worship and Education has
selected September 24th as our clean up date.
If you are available and willing to help pick up
litter along a designated two-mile stretch of
ditches on Cass Country Road 146, please mark
your calendar to reserve the date. The plan is
to have the clean-up crew meet at our church
building at 9 AM, on September 24, where you
will receive instructions. You will be given
garbage bags, a reflective safety vest and there
will be a short safety meeting. We will have 3
or 4 vehicles to transport you out to the cleanup site, and to bring you back to the church
building where we will have a simple lunch. If
you are willing to participate in the clean-up,
please contact Gene Patten or OJ prior to
September 21. There will also be a signup sheet
in the narthex. In addition, this is also what
your board has selected as our “God’s Work,
Our Hands” project. Remember, this project
helps our environment, keeps our community
clean, and shows we have a vested interest in
our area. We need your support!

July Financials
Giving
Total Expenses
Budget

$8,876.50
$10,840.20
$11,120.84

Cass Lake Community
FOOD SHELF
Rotate-to-Donate
Do you have non-perishable food that you
won’t be using before closing up your lake
place for the winter? Maybe you don’t have
the space or desire to take it with you. Or
maybe you’re doing some fall cupboard
cleaning and discover a few items that you
don’t think you’ll use in the near future. Look
no further! During the month of October,
Trinity Lutheran Church is featuring a Rotateto-Donate collection of boxed or canned goods.
Last month the Cass Lake food shelf fed 368
households, of which 609 were children from
ages 0-17, 697 adults ages 18-64 and 198
seniors ages 65 plus. A total of 11,251 pounds
of food where distributed during the month of
July 2022. The need is great.
New, packaged foods or monetary offerings
will also be welcome. Thank you!

The ministry of
education
Are you looking for a way
to build relationships with
other generations? If so,
Sunday School could be
the place for you! Classes will be starting Sun
Sept 11 and will be held mostly every other
week. We'll also have some fun social outings
and service events. Any questions about how
you can be a part of this ministry see Mary
Nord.

September Service Groups
Date

Reader

Comm. Assist.

Record
er

9/4

Bev Larson

Gary & Bev
Larson

OJ

9/11

Roy
Blackwood

Lori Humphrey
& Cheryl
Kramer

OJ

9/18

Lori
Humphrey

Lon & Jane
Christianson

OJ

9/25

Patti
Horazuk

Tom & Pam
Shepherd

OJ

Ushers for September:
John & Joanna Aamodt

Someone special
As people who are serving neighbors and
helping meet immediate hunger needs in
the Cass Lake and Bemidji communities, we
want to recognize a few folks who
volunteer with our local food shelves. Roy
Blackwood, OJ (Orin) Jensen, Connie Miller,
Mary Nord, John Aamodt, Bev Larson, and
Lon Christianson. Thank you for your
ministry!!!

The Lord's Supper
For the last few months we've been enjoying
the gift of traditional breads from other
cultures in place of wafers for the Eucharist.
We would like to continue this new practice
and so we invite you, whether you're a novice
or an expert, to share part of your ethnic
heritage, or another's, by means of homemade
communion bread. The best part is that you
can make it ahead of time and freeze it! If you
can't make it for whatever reason, there is
someone who is willing to be your "hands" and
bake it for you, just please give the recipe to
the church office. Thank you!

Mental Health Corner
Green Tip

(Originally posted on the ELCA's Suicide Prevention
Ministry Facebook
page, https://www.facebook.com/elcaspm.org/, on Aug
13, 2022)

One-third of all food is
wasted globally, with
U.S. households
wasting 63 million tons
of food, worth $165
billion dollars, each
year. If food waste
were a country it would be the third largest emitter
of greenhouse gases. WHAT YOU CAN DO: plan
weekly menus and shop only for what you need;
find tips on storing, preserving, freezing and more
at
savethefood.com; keep food out of the landfill by
composting at home or at a municipal facility
(check out edenproject.com for plenty of tips on
composting); try an app, such as
Handpick, which generates recipe suggestion from
whatever's left in the refrigerator, or
Hungry Harvest and Imperfect, both of which home
deliver produce deemed subpar by
supermarkets, and goMkt, which alerts buyers to
flash sales of surplus food by local shops and
restaurants.

What
would it be
like if
council
members,
confirmation
mentors,
worship planners, fill-in-the blank role
had more in-depth biblical & theological
training?

IMPACTFUL
Lay Leader
Ministry announces
2022-23 Lay Leader
Network Intensive Series
This nationally recognized training is designed to
educate and train lay people for leadership in the
congregation, the community and in the synod. It is
intended to refine theological knowledge and
leadership skills in addition to stressing personal
enrichment, spiritual growth and the development of
ministry skills.
Sept 2022 – April 2023 4 sessions + Annual
Gathering in February
(Sept/Apr in person in Duluth and Brainerd.
Nov/Feb via Zoom)
For more info and to register today!
http://www.nemnsynod.org/lay-leader-network.html

"...I was a stranger and you
welcomed me..."
In loving memory of Ila Senn who
frequently gave to others, neighbors
known and unknown, we established a
fund to continue serving those who come
seeking assistance. While it isn't huge,
there is a need, so please consider
donating. Just make sure to write "Ila
Senn Fund" in the check memo or on a
note if it is cash and you'd like it included
in your giving statement. Thank you!

Dear Friends,
Since late February, Russia’s war against
Ukraine has dominated the headlines. Gifts
from donors such as yourself have allowed
Lutheran Disaster Response to respond
faithfully to the resulting humanitarian and
refugee crisis, accompanying companion
churches and partners in Ukraine and
neighboring countries. In addition to the war
in Ukraine, we are still responding to
disasters that don’t get as much coverage.
Thanks to a generous donor, gifts to
Lutheran Disaster Response’s general fund
will be matched dollar for dollar until we
reach $50,000. Your gift to Lutheran Disaster

Response will go twice as far in enabling us
to stand with communities when crisis strikes.
Can we count on your continued support of
this important work?
I want to tell you about one of those disasters
that made headlines but was soon
overshadowed by other news. In March, a
storm system moved across the southern
United Stated. Much of the news coverage
focused on a tornado that swept through
southern Louisiana on March 22, an area that
has faced many disasters. Arabi and
Chalmette, La., were strongly impactd by the
EF3 tornado. In Arabi one person was killed
and several others were injured.
Lutheran Disaster Response sent an
immediate relief grant to the Texas-Louisiana
Gulf Coast Synod to respond to the
destruction from the tornado. Immediate relief
is the important first step to recovery for
disaster survivors.
Following the tornado, the Rev. Sandra
Barns of Gethsemane LC in Chalmette
visited the local emergency shelter,
distributing toiletries and care kits to people
who had lost their homes. In the days
afterward, Pastor Sandra learned that the
Community Center of St. Bernard was
damaged, making Gethsemane the only
open food pantry in St. Bernard Parish. The
grant from LDR continually replenished
Gethsemane’s food pantry to meet the needs
of the impacted community.
Gethsemane is also collaborating with the
Gathering, a church in Arabi. The Gathering
was damaged during Hurricane Ida last year,
so Gethsemane is currently hosting its
preschool and day care programs.
Meanwhile, the Gathering is coordinating
local disaster-response volunteer efforts.
Pastor Sandra also reached out to local
elementary schools to see what was needed.
With this feedback, Gethsemane distributed
school supplies, groceries and gift cards to
families in need.
With grace in mind, I ask you to consider a
gift to Lutheran Disaster Response. God is
working through our partners in the US, in
Eastern Europe and around the world to
respond to the carious needs of disaster
survivors. In 2021, Lutheran Disaster
Response was present in 47 countries and

17 U.S. states and territories, following
Christ’s call to share hope and healing with
our neighbors.
Thank you for your generosity. Grace and
peace,
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran
Disaster Response Fund
P.S.
Your undesignated gifts to Lutheran Disaster
Response allow our church to work more
effectively to help survivors of disaster
around the world. Right now your gift will be
doubled until we reach $50,000!

