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Reflections 
 

Visioning Financial Stewardship 
TLC’s Vision Team 

 

The vision team’s first goal to tackle was 

forming a financial trend assessment.  While we 

all know Covid changed our giving and church 

attendance, we wondered how do we bring it 

back to life?  It is easy to get out of the habit of 

regular attendance and regular tithing. I know 

that personally!   

 

Our team discussed many changes to our church 

family and our community.  We will be 

addressing these changes in the days to come, 

but today it is about financial giving. Members 

have suggested we have an online system to 

accept offerings. Does this become something 

we ought to do versus something we want to 

do?  Does it make it more of an obligation 

versus an opportunity?  Tithing is more than 

paying a bill. Mark Allen Powell in his book 

Giving to God, describes stewardship in these 

three points… 

 

Faithful stewardship involves giving to God as 

an act of worship, an expression of love & 

devotion to God who is so good to us. 

 

Faithful stewardship involves giving to God as 

an expression of faith, everything we have 

belongs to God and we offer ourselves and our 

possessions to God to use as God sees fit. 

 

Faithful stewardship involves giving to God as 

a discipline for spiritual growth, “where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also” 

(Matthew 6:21).  When we prayerfully search 

for how we can share our time, our talents, our 

possessions and giving in response to that 

prayer it helps us become the sort of people we 

most want to be. 

 

With those three points in mind….we are 

asking that all of us spend some time in prayer, 

searching  for your personal commitment to 

God & Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 

We at the vision team meeting decided to not 

recommend looking into an online system at 

this time.  We did however discuss sharing with 

the congregation that if you wanted to make a 

regular financial donation, even if you are not in 

attendance, you could use your bank’s autopay 

to send a check weekly or monthly, however 

you would like to set it up. Let me make this 

clear, we are not suggesting you do not show 

for service, we are just suggesting a way of 

monetary giving even when life takes you 

somewhere else on Sunday.    

 

Bev Larson, Vision Team Member 

 

 

TLC Congregation   

As many of you may know our Vision Team 
has been tasked with the mission to 

revitalize our Congregation.  This process 
started June 2022 under the guidance of 
our Synod.  I have attached examples of 

topics which are addressed by the 
team. (See next page.)  

This will be a lengthy process with an on-
going time table.  Joyce is in the process of 
setting up a file in the church office for all 

members to review if you wish.  If you have 
questions please feel free to contact me.   

Terry Baltuff 
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NEMN Synod  Vitality Network is: 

An opportunity for Congregations to accompany 
each other through the process of 
Congregational RENEWAL: 
    *Congregational vitality is a means not an end.  
    *Congregational vitality is God working in us      
         and through us, scattered in society. 
 

ELCA commits to: 
    * Accompany congregations as growing 
centers for evangelical mission:  Congregational 
Vitality 
    * Prepare members for evangelical witness and 
service in the world working for justice and 
peace, especially on the margins of society:  
Leadership Capacity 
 

Vital Congregations are: 
 Healthy - Capacity to act and grow. 
 Missional – They align themselves with   
                                  the teachings of Christ.  
 Prophetic – They work for justice and  
                                  peace, speaking truth about  
                                  unconditional grace and  
                                  mercy. 
 Evangelizing – They form equip and  
                                  support new disciples. 
 Multiplying – They start new churches and  
                                  ministries and they live into  
                                  fresh expressions of existing  
                                  ministries. 
 

Our Vitality Network is: 
 An opportunity for Congregations to 
accompany each other through the process of 
Congregational renewal. 
 

The Process of Being Renewed 
 Explore your baptismal promises. 
 Follow the Holy Spirits lead.  Be expectant 
of God’s presence. 
 Focus outward.  Love and serve the world. 
 Be international about the process.  Take 
small steps. 
 Explore who you are.  Discover your 
Congregational identity. 
 Align your mission and ministry with the 
teachings of Jesus. 

I’m a Lutheran:  
Loni Whitford Taylor  
by Megan Brandsrud  
(This article originally appeared in Living Lutheran’s June/July 
2022 issue. Reprinted with permission. © ELCA.) 

I’ve been the church council president of Our 
Saviour for seven years. One thing I’m very 
proud of is that we are housing a Cree language 
revitalization program. There are nine trainees 
and two instructors. One of the instructors is my 
paternal grandmother, Pearl. One of my younger 
brothers is the program’s director. It started in 
February, and after 14 months the trainees will 
be fluent Cree speakers. Those are prayers 
answered from our ancestors. When our tribal 
leaders and elders helped build this log chapel, 
they had intentions, prayers and hopes that our 
language would carry on, and now in this day, 
our language is being housed in the mission. 

Our congregation is really small, but the 
community knows we are there, and they can 
rely on our church for different things. To me, our 
congregation is our community, even though they 
don’t all come to church every Sunday. We have 
lots of our ceremonies at the church, and our 
community members utilize prayer services. I 
believe we all pray to the same creator, the same 
God. 

One of my earliest church memories is of 
going to church with Great-grandma Minnie. I 
remember looking up at her in the little log 
chapel. She was a very calm, kind, generous 
lady. She would take trips with Women of the 
ELCA, and I remember wanting to be like her and 
travel to new places too. 

I think being an EMT goes hand-in-hand with 
my faith. Almost every time you go out on a call, 
you’re praying all the way to the scene, praying 
the whole time you’re driving to the hospital and, 
even after you leave, those prayers are on your 
mind. You have to have faith in those prayers 
and in our Creator. I think my faith helped me to 
have a strong mind and a strong heart to be able 
to work in that kind of a job. 

A big part of my family’s life is powwows and 
traveling to and from them. I am a jingle dress 
dancer and my daughter, Aynjel’lya (Gigi), is a 
fancy shawl dancer. I’ve been doing this since I 
was about 7 or 8 years old, and my daughter has 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/megan-brandsrud/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2022/03/out-among-the-people/


since she was able to walk. My dad dances and 
so do my brothers and their children too. It’s an 
important part of our lives. 

I’ve witnessed God’s presence in my life the 
most through becoming and being a mom. 

The main things I pray for are my family and 
our language. I was always taught that family 
comes first. I was raised that way, thankfully. I 
am always praying for my family and extended 
family. 

I really like being on the ELCA Church 
Council because of all the different individuals 
I’ve been able to meet and become friends with. 
There are so many prayerful individuals I’ve 
gotten to know, and I’m so thankful for that. I’m 
also thankful for being able to learn from 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and the other 
council leaders. They’re faithful and open to 
listening. I hope that we can have more people 
from younger generations be involved in our 
church—locally, nationally and globally. 

I’m a Lutheran because of what I learned from 
my grandmas and my great-grandmothers—from 
their faith lives, prayers, beliefs and teachings. 
Because of them I know the Creator is with me 
and leading me. 

Someone who has helped mentor me in my 
faith is one of our former pastors, Linda Webster. 
She introduced me to the national church. I 
traveled with her in 2015 for the American 
Indian/Alaska Native Lutheran 
Association gathering, where I was nominated 
and elected to a four-year term as the board’s 
secretary. And in 2019, I was nominated and 
elected to the ELCA Church Council. 

In 2019 our tribe called a state of emergency 
on our language. Thankfully the language 
program was developed and is going well. Being 
a tribal leader—I sit on our Chippewa Cree 
Council—I really believe we should be speaking 
our language. Unfortunately, I’m not fluent, but 
I’ve been attending classes at our tribal college 
because they recently created an associate’s 
degree in the Cree language. Our language is 
our identity—it is who we are as a tribe. 

There is a lot of historical trauma from what 
our ancestors went through that we as Natives 

still have to deal with. It probably still reaches 
within my daughter. We are still dealing with all of 
those years of surviving; it’s an awful truth. 

Ever since I was a young girl I have wanted to 
work in the medical field. Now I have been an 
EMT for almost 16 years. That has been my 
calling, and I’ve dedicated and sacrificed a lot of 
time and energy into it. I love helping people and 
really feel that is my vocation—helping in any 
way I can. 

From going to church and also being part of 
my culture and traditional ceremonies, I see 
so many similarities. There are a lot of similarities 
between Bible stories and our creation stories, 
and they both go back thousands of years. I think 
I experience grace by being within those two 
worlds—by feeling the prayers from both of those 
sets of beliefs. 

 

Trinity Financials   August 2022 

Giving   $10,161.68 

Actual Expenditures  $14,603.64 

Budget   $14,282.15 

 

 

 

Miigwech!! 

Thank you to Priscilla Smith, Carolyn Ross, 
Patti Horazuk, Jodi Glidden, Carol Glidden 
and Stephanie Swanson for planning and 
hosting a terrific Sunday Funday! We give 
thanks to God for you and the ways you 

served the Lord and our neighbors so that 
we could build relationships with our 

surrounding neighborhood.  

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2021/11/48328/
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ethnic-Specific-and-Multicultural-Ministries/American-Indian-and-Alaska-Native
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ethnic-Specific-and-Multicultural-Ministries/American-Indian-and-Alaska-Native
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ethnic-Specific-and-Multicultural-Ministries/American-Indian-and-Alaska-Native


Home visitation ministers 

Do you enjoy fellowship? Are you looking for a 
new way to serve God and neighbor? If so then 

maybe the ministry of home visitation is for 
you! I am looking to train a couple of people to 

visit our siblings in Christ with blessed 
sacraments while I am on sabbatical next 

summer. If interested, please let me know.  

Sincerely, 
Pr Amanda  

 
 

Reformation Sunday:  
 

Let's "paint" the sanctuary by wearing red 
on Sunday Oct 30!  

 

Healing or Shalom 
 

  Trinity has been having a healing service 
on months that have a fifth Sunday. During 
worship, each person is offered the 
opportunity to share a concern, have the 
concern lifted up in prayer, and to receive a 
blessing. Fewer people have been coming 
forward during these services and the 
board of worship is considering 
discontinuing the practice. However, if we 
see these times as opportunities to seek 
shalom for ourselves, or others, or our 
nation, or our world, they can take on new 
meaning. Shalom is often translated as 
"peace" but expresses much more: 
wholeness, completeness, soundness, 
health, safety, and prosperity are all aspects 
of shalom. It may be what Jesus meant by 
"abundant life." So do we continue going to 
the table seeking shalom in some area of 
our lives or is sharing the peace enough? 

All Saints Sun 

If you have someone for whom you would 
like to light a candle and whose name you 
would like remembered during worship on 
Sun Nov 6, please let the office know by no 

later than 11 am, Fri Nov 4.  Thank you.  

 

 

Rotate-

to-

Donate 
Do you have non-

perishable food that you won’t be using before 

closing up your lake place for the winter? 

Maybe you don’t have the space or desire to 

take it with you. Or maybe you’re doing some 

fall cupboard cleaning and discover a few items 

that you don’t think you’ll use in the near 

future. Look no further! During the month of 

October, Trinity Lutheran Church is featuring a 

Rotate-to-Donate collection of boxed or 

canned goods.  

Last month the Cass Lake food shelf fed 368 

households, of which 609 were children from 

ages 0-17, 697 adults ages 18-64 and 198 

seniors ages 65 plus.  A total of 11,251 pounds 

of food where distributed during the month of 

July 2022.  The need is great.   

New, packaged foods or monetary offerings 

will also be welcome. Thank you! 

 



The ministry 
of education 

We will be 
commissioning 

teachers and 
students during 

worship on 
October 9th.  Thank you to all of the people 
who said yes when asked to teach Sunday 
School this year.  We have a great team to 
work with our wonderful group of Sunday 

School students.    

Are you looking for a way to build relationships 
with other generations? If so, Sunday School 
could be the place for you! Classes will be held 
mostly every other week. See Trinity’s web site 
for exact dates. We'll also have some fun 
social outings and service events. Any 
questions about how you can be a part of this 
ministry see Mary Nord. 

 

Stewardship Article 
“Why Do I Give?” 

 
Just hearing this question gives me a lot of 
food for thought.  So, I do have a lot to think 
about.   
 
I believe giving is a responsibility you have 
when you are a member of a congregation.  I 
have been a member of Trinity my entire life 
having been Baptized at about a month of age.  
I have not always given as much as I thought I 
should over the years.  This leaves me with a 
feeling of guilt and that I am being greedy.  I 
know God wants us to give from our heart and 
Share with others.  It feels Good to give the 
way that God wants.   
 
I have given in ways other than monetary.  
Teaching Sunday School, serving on a church 
board, donating items for bazaars and other 
church projects are just some of the ways to 
give.  There are many more ways to give and 
giving of your time is a great way.  I enjoy the 
fellowship of others at this same time. 
 

I give monetarily to help support the pastor and 
to help with the work needs and operation of 
the church.  Giving makes me feel involved 
with the church family.  I love the feeling of 
being able to give the best and most that I can 
With God’s help. 

Karen J Frazer 
 

 Trinity Ladies 

meet at 9 am 

on Mondays 

for Bible Study. 

Trinity crafters meet 10 am on Mondays to 

work on crafts. Come join us! 

 

Thank you to all who 

worked to set up the 

Fall Sale & Kids room, 

donated crafts and food, 

and those who 

purchased items.  

 

 
Over $800.00 was raised for WELCA 

projects. 
 

 
WELCA 

 



 

ADOPT - A - HIGHWAY 

Thank you to all the people who helped clean 

up our 2 mile stretch of Cass County road 146.  

We had a wonderful time helping to keep our 

environment clean, shared stories, and made 

memories with friends.  A few vehicles passing 

by our clean up crews stopped and said “thank 

you” so you know the community appreciates 

our work.  The board of Worship and Education 

says “Thank You”. 

October Service Groups 

Date Reader Comm. Assist.  Recorder 

10/2  Laurie Buehler Jan & Steve  
Olson 

TBD 

10/9 Roy 
Blackwood 

Wes Dunham  
Betty Wright 

O.J. 

10/16 
 

Jane 
Christianson 

Lon and Jane 
Christianson 

Lori 

10/23 Patti Church    Lori Humphrey  
Patti Church 

TBD 

10/30 
 

Gary Larson Gary and Bev 
Larson 

Connie 

 
Ushers for October: 
Terry & Mary Nord 

 
Northeastern 

Minnesota 

Walking Together 

In Stories of Ministry 

  

Good stories draw us in, 

captivating our 

attention, inspiring us to 

dream, inviting us to see the world a little bit 

differently, encouraging us to respond. Walking 

Together is an opportunity for us to learn from 

people in our synod through the stories of 

ministries happening right here in Northeastern 

Minnesota Synod. This is a great way to learn 

from each other as we celebrate the work of 

the Spirit! 

 

October 8, 2022, from 9AM—4PM 

Check-in and social time begin at 7:45AM 

Cost: $25, includes lunch 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 612 12th St, 

Cloquet, MN 

  

Workshop presenters are members of 

congregations and leaders in our synod who 

will share the stories of their ministries and 

how this work has made a difference in their 

lives and the lives of others. Topics include 

faith formation, digital ministry, Faith in Action, 

forming network partnerships, strategic 

planning, harm reduction ministry, justice 

ministry, RIC, and more. 

 

Join us October 8th! Registration 

required. Access the registration 

link at www.nemnsynod.org. 

  

For we cannot stop speaking about what 

we have seen and heard. 

Acts 20:4 

 

http://www.nemnsynod.org/


Green Tip 

The power of the sun 

not only gives us 

renewable energy in 

solar and wind, it 

also empowers 

plants to sequester 

carbon in soil while 

improving soil health, crop yields, water resilience, 

and nutrition. These two kinds of solar power can 

work together to reverse climate change. The first 

helps us end fossil fuels and stop putting more CO2 

into the atmosphere, while making air cleaner 

worldwide. The second removes CO2 from the 

atmosphere and puts it back underground while 

creating healthy soils and better economics for 

farmers and rural communities worldwide 

(regenerative agriculture). According to Bloomberg 

New Energy Finance, from 2016-2019, 80 percent 

of new energy installations worldwide were 

renewable. The climate scientists at MIT estimate 

solar alone will be 50 percent of all electricity 

production globally by 2030. 

  

Mental Health Corner 
 

Forest Bathing by Rev. Susan Gregg-

Schroeder (Originally published 
on http://mentalhealthministries.net/inspiratio

n/devotions.html) 

One of my favorite places is Redwood National 
Park in Northern California. There is 
something indescribable about standing 
underneath these massive redwoods. Redwood 
trees are the tallest, among the oldest, and one 
of the most massive tree species on earth. I feel 
a sense of calm and a release of stress as I look 
up at these magnificent trees. 

Shinrin-Yoku or forest bathing is the practice 
of spending time in the forest for better health, 
happiness and a sense of calm. A pillar of 
Japanese culture for decades, Shinrin-Yoku is a 
way to reconnect with nature, from walking 
mindfully in the woods, to a break in your local 
park, to walking barefoot on your lawn. 
Psychological research is advancing our 

understanding of how time in nature can 
improve our mental health and sharpen our 
cognition. 

In this time of COVID, connecting with nature 
is even more important. You can forest-bathe 
anywhere like in your garden or nearby park. 
Having plants in your living space is another 
way to be nurtured and connected by nature. 
Whatever you do, taking time to feel connected 
to nature will enhance your overall sense of 
well-being. 

 
 

                             

          2023 

Energy Assistance 

 
Many households are struggling to cover rising 

energy costs this year. Energy Assistance helps low-

income households by paying a portion of the 

home’s heating costs. Bi-CAP serves households 

living in Beltrami and Cass Counties. Households 

may request an application by calling Bi-CAP at 

800-332-7161 or 2318-751-4631.  More 

information and applications are available on the 

website: www.bicap.org/projects/assistance 

If you know families who might benefit, be sure to 

pass on this information. 

 

2023 Maximum Energy Assistance Program 

Income Guidelines: 

 
 

http://mentalhealthministries.net/inspiration/devotions.html
http://mentalhealthministries.net/inspiration/devotions.html
http://www.bicap.org/projects/assistance


"...I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me..."  

In loving memory of Ila Senn who frequently 
gave to others, neighbors known and unknown, 
we established a fund to continue serving 
those who come seeking assistance. While it 
isn't huge, there is a need, so please consider 
donating. Just make sure to write "Ila Senn 
Fund" in the check memo or on a note if it is 
cash and you'd like it included in your giving 
statement. Thank you!  

 

 

 

The Lord's Supper 
For the last few months we've been enjoying 
the gift of traditional breads from other 
cultures in place of wafers for the Eucharist. 
We would like to continue this new practice 
and so we invite you, whether you're a novice 
or an expert, to share part of your ethnic 
heritage, or another's, by means of homemade 
communion bread. The best part is that you 
can make it ahead of time and freeze it! If you 
can't make it for whatever reason, there is 
someone who is willing to be your "hands" and 
bake it for you, just please give the recipe to 
the church office. Thank you!  
 

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old 
brother, Joel, were sitting together in church. 
 

Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, 
his big sister had had enough. “You’re not 
supposed to talk out loud in church.” 
 

“Why? Who’s going to stop me?” Joel asked. 
 
Angie pointed to the back of the church and 
said, “See those two men standing by the door? 
They’re hushers.” 

 
 

 

 

Celebrate World 

Food Day with 

Rick Steves 
Join ELCA World 

Hunger for a 

celebration of World 

Food Day with Rick 

Steves and special 

guest Mark Jansen, 

CEO of Blue Diamond Almonds. This event will be 

streamed online, so you can celebrate with ELCA 

World Hunger wherever you are! Join the 

celebration Oct. 16 at 4 p.m. Central time. 

Registration is not required; simply visit the 

ELCA's Facebook or YouTube page to attend. Can't 

stream it live? The recording will be available on 

Facebook and YouTube after the event is over. 

 

Watch on Oct. 16. 
 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fLutherans%2f&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=9507ad92-0003-4024-8bc4-3edf31ff9289&trid=9507ad92-0003-4024-8bc4-3edf31ff9289
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2felca&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=9507ad92-0003-4024-8bc4-3edf31ff9289&trid=9507ad92-0003-4024-8bc4-3edf31ff9289
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2felca&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=9507ad92-0003-4024-8bc4-3edf31ff9289&trid=9507ad92-0003-4024-8bc4-3edf31ff9289

