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Reflections 
 

“Our Wholeness Is In Jesus Christ” 
by Rev. Peter Heide 

(originally published on July 28, 2022 on 

https://blogs.elca.org/disabilityministries/. Reprinted with 

permission from the ELCA Disability Ministries blog, 

copyright Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 2022.) 

 

I remember a particular Sunday in October 

1962. It was the first anniversary of me being 

blind, and I was pretty proud of myself. I had 

made the transition from sight to blindness with 

some degree of competency. I had learned 

Braille well enough to continue with my class. I 

had learned how to write with a slate and stylus, 

a process of writing Braille that requires 

learning how to write from right to left and 

backwards. I was adjusting to living in a 

residential school during the week, only coming 

home for weekends, and I was learning to live 

in the world of sound with its many mysteries 

and delights. 

I remember this Sunday so specifically because 

the sermon text was on the healing of Blind 

Bartimaeus, and the import of the sermon was, 

“If you believe strongly enough God can do 

anything.” After worship, for the first time I 

remember, but certainly not the last, I remember 

the man who came up to me and said, “I know 

that if you believe enough God will heal you.” 

The beginning of a life-long consideration by 

me was suddenly forced on me.  “How much 

faith is enough?” “Can faith be made a 

commodity?” and “Is there really anything that 

we can do to merit God’s favor?”; these were 

huge questions for me, a ten-year-old. I was so 

proud of my accomplishments as a blind 

person, and I felt guilty because I wasn’t being 

faithful enough to even want to see again. I was 

having too much fun in my new life adventure. 

Later, in 1968, when I was kidnapped, or maybe 

coercively persuaded, to be healed at an Oral 

Roberts rally. There I was asked, “Do you 

believe that Jesus Christ can heal you?” I said, 

“Yes, if he wants to.” When someone put their 

hand on my forehead and pushed be back into 

the arms of the people behind me, the 

declaration was, “In the name of Jesus, be 

healed!” 

Then, because I wasn’t healed, I was told that I 

really didn’t have enough faith. On the trip 

home, I proudly told the people in the car that I 

wasn’t healed because God had things for me to 

do as a blind person. When I did get my 

eyesight back two years later, one of the people 

came to me and said, “I knew it could happen. It 

just took longer than we thought. All things are 

possible for God.” (Ironically, getting my 

eyesight back initiated the worst time of my 

life.) 

Today, I am blind again. In many ways it was 

like going home. I am happy with my world of 

sound. I am pleased to read Braille again. I am 

somewhat frustrated by the world of 

technology, but grateful and excited by the 

possibilities it offers too. In many ways, this is 

the best time in history to be blind, and I am 

excited to be part of the blindness movement 

working to make life better for other blind 

people and all people living often inconvenient 

lives. 

It is paramount for me to say to you today, “Our 

wholeness is in Jesus Christ. Whether one is 

blind, deaf, or otherwise living with a perceived 

disability, with that wholeness, our lives have 

wholeness in themselves.” Our faith is not 

lacking. Faith cannot be a commodity. Faith is 

something that can only be expressed from the 

places where we live. In that place of faith and 

centeredness, we can say, “We are not broken. 

We are not pitiable accidents. We do not need 

to be healed. We have gifts to share with the 

world because of own world understandings.” 
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We have faith enough to forgive the fears of 

able-bodied people when they see in us their 

greatest nightmares. We continue to remain 

strong in faith—strong enough to continue 

knocking at the door of blessing and equity. We 

are uniquely created children of God, in God’s 

own image. Get used to it! 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

Sunday immediately after worship 

January 22, 2023 with a meal to follow 

 
Reports will be available in the welcome area 

by Sun Jan 8. Email the office if you want the 

year end reports in PDF format by email. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED  

 
It has been a couple years since the Trinity 
family has gathered for a meal. The 
Worship and Education board is planning to 
offer a (non potluck) meal once a month 
from January through May. Lenten soup 
suppers will be as usual with volunteers 
taking the Wednesday nights. We will 
encourage people to sign up so we are sure 
to have enough food. We hope to have the 
meals be a relief from the winter doldrums. 
The Vision Team may also be involved in 
these meals. If you are interested in helping 
make this happen, contact the W & E board. 

 

Procedure for canceling 

worship 
 

In the event that there is extreme weather that could 

make it unsafe for people to travel to the church 

building for worship, the church will follow the 

steps outlined below. 

  

1.      The pastor and council president will 

consult with each other via phone Sun morning 

to determine if there is a need to cancel. If the 

council president is unavailable, then it will 

follow as such: vice president, secretary, 

treasurer, financial secretary. 

2.      If it is deemed necessary, then the following 

will occur: 

a.       The pastor will change the outgoing 

message on the answering machine no 

later than 2 1/2 hours before worship to 

inform those who call the office, post it 

on the church’s Facebook page and 

website, and call KB101 FM (218-444-

1011) to request that a weather-related 

notification be announced on their 

stations. 

b.      People are asked to check one of 

those four locations beforehand and pass 

the word along however they see fit. 

       3. If worship is canceled, then all other ministry 

activities that day will also be canceled.  

Children’s Seasonal Program 

 



Stewardship Article:  
Exodus Lending Breaks the Predatory 
Loan Cycle: Predatory Lenders Cause 

Financial Trauma 
 by Kaitlyn Szabo (originally published on May 2, 

2022 at https://faithlead.luthersem.edu/exodus-
lending-breaks-the-predatory-loan-

cycle/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=216513046&_hsenc
=p2ANqtz-

_rzhT7cyjc45DFPIZcz7AKgHMNknu45IicNAPBAtwsboEqp
wQVTqcrWCrj8EJnZrRbegtiv-

yPUdZBUILOmKvqep95eqNdS6bLzniJjPHKkJflWHI&utm_
content=216513046&utm_source=hs_email) 

 
“I feel like [predatory lenders] enjoy working 
with people like me that don’t have very good 
credit and are in desperate need of money and 
will go to any extent that they can to get it. 
Yeah, they like people like me. They prey on 
people like me.” – Daniel, a former borrower 
from a  predatory lender. 

For thousands of people like Daniel, navigating 
financial instability is a daily struggle that is often 
emotionally overwhelming. In an attempt to cover 
the rising costs of everyday expenses, many turn to 
payday, auto title, or online loans that promise high 
approval odds on a “short-term, quick-fix” loan. 

The catch? These loans charge triple-digit annual 
interest and are repaid either through a lump-sum 
payment on their next payday or through expensive 
installments paid over months. Borrowers who 
cannot repay either take out a new loan to cover 
the first or pay the loan off and fall behind on other 
expenses. The first option is commonly chosen and 
often leads to a costly renewal cycle known as the 
payday loan debt trap. 

 “It’s brutal. It’s like a gerbil wheel. You just 
keep going around and around and around. Can 
I afford this month’s payment? If you can’t, then 
they’re going to add more fees and interest on 
your loan. It’s an endless battle.” – Daniel 

The Debt Trap 

 
Only 14% of borrowers can repay their loans.  And 
this debt trap is by design. Three-fourths of payday 
lenders’ revenue comes from fees from borrowers 
with more than ten loans a year. This extractive 
business model has devastating consequences on 
borrowers’ financial health. The debt burden of the  

loan itself increases financial stress, and chronic 
financial stress has profoundly negative effects on 
individual and community health. 
Predatory lending is a lot of horrible things—
unethical, inhumane, exploitative—but perhaps the 
worst one is that it is currently legal in many 
states throughout the U.S. This is unacceptable. 
In nearly every faith tradition, this exploitative 
behavior that makes desperate people destitute is 
condemned as evil. No one should become or 
remain trapped in a tumultuous predatory debt 
cycle.  

How can we, as followers of Jesus, take action and 
help? 

 
This economic injustice is why Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church in South Minneapolis began organizing for 
payday lending reform in 2011, which eventually 
led to the creation of Exodus Lending in 2014. Our 
first step was to notice when a payday store 
opened in our neighborhood. Our second step was 
to stand with our fellow community members who 
were facing an economic crisis. We are a non-profit 
dedicated to helping Minnesotans break free from 
predatory debt and move toward financial stability. 
Our program pays off up to $1,500 of debt for 
participants, who then repay over at least a year, 
with no interest. We have helped 522 Minnesotans, 
refinanced more than $424,000 of predatory debt, 
and saved participants more than $1.2 million. 

“I’ve only been in the program for, I think, six 
months and… It changes everything. Your 
program helps me stay focused on what I need 
to do to not be in that position again. I can’t say 
enough about you guys. You guys are 
awesome.” – Daniel 

Additionally, we support an effective interest rate 
cap of 36% for short-term loans. A 36% or lower 
interest rate cap is already the standard set in 18 
states and the District of Columbia. The federal 
Military Lending Act utilizes this same rate to 
protect active-duty military members and their 
dependents. 

Our responsibility as caring neighbors and Jesus 
followers is to stand up against predatory lenders in 
our community. Will you join us? Notice what is 
happening in your neighborhood, share information 
about our organization as a resource and 
inspiration, contact your legislators to pass a 36% 
interest rate cap, or donate to Exodus Lending, if 
you are able.  
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Thank you for all 
of the Christmas 

cards, wishes and 
gifts you've given 

me; they are 
appreciated!  

Sincerely, Pr 
Amanda 

 

 

Trinity Financials  November 2022 

 Giving              $10,479.42      
Total expense  $11,486.09 
Budget             $  9,772.15 

 

Home visitation ministers 

Do you enjoy fellowship? Are you looking for a 
new way to serve God and neighbor? If so then 

maybe the ministry of home visitation is for 
you! I am looking to train a couple of people to 

visit our siblings in Christ with blessed 
sacraments while I am on sabbatical next 

summer. If interested, please let me know.  

Sincerely, 
Pr Amanda  

 
 

Thank you for the 
donations of clothing 
and food items we 
sent to the high school 
before winter break 

for students in need! We were also able to 
gift three families with the Christmas Jar 
funds which totaled $662 from the last two 
years. Thanks be to God!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 3-5-2023 
 
The Vision Team will be sponsoring a meal 
after worship, rather than our normal 
fellowship gathering.  It will be a time to 
learn and tell our story as a congregation. 
This will be our history conversation meal, 
covering topics such as trends, key pivotal 
points, as well as our vision for the 
future.  Please come and share in the 
meal. A Blessed Happy Holidays to all of our 
members, their families and our friends! 
 



$340.00 
was 
collected 
for  
ELCA World 
Hunger 
God’s Good 
Gifts 
Thank you 

 

January Service Groups 

Date Reader Comm. Assist.  Recorder 

1/1  Bruce 
Ehler 

Bruce & Val 
Ehler 

Orin 
Jensen 

1/8 Joanne 
Withers 

No 
Communion 

Connie 
Miller 

1/15 
 

Patti 
Horazuk  

OJ & Nicholas Patti 
Horazuk 

1/22 Jane C Lon & Jane 
Christianson 

Lon C 

1/29 
 

Susan 
Schulz 

Cheryl Kramer 
& Carol 
Glidden 

Orin 
Jensen 

 
Ushers for January: Gary & Bev Larson  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Thank you to the family of Delores & Bunny 
Broekemeier for the beautiful prayer board! 
You'll find little blank cards to write prayers 
on along with small clothespins to hang 
them up on yarn attached to the board. It is 
temporarily displayed by the kitchen 
window.  

 
 

Pr Amanda will be on vacation 
Jan 2-16. If there is a pastoral 

emergency please call Pr Anne 
Meredith at 218-556-9676. 

 



Green Tip 
No one knows 
exactly how much 
plastic leaks into 
oceans every year, 
but a 
midrange estimate 
is one dump truck 
per minute - 8 

million tons per year. While dozens of 
petrochemical companies, including Dow, 
ExxonMobil, Chevron Phillips, and Formosa 
Plastics Corporations (a Taiwanese company) have 
become alarmed and pledged an initial 
commitment of $1 billion to fund recycling and 
cleanup, these same companies are investing $65 
billion to dramatically expand plastics production in 
the U.S., thanks to the fracking revolution that 
produces cheap and highly profitable raw material 
for the process. In 2019, according to the Center 
for International Environmental Law (CIEL) and the 
5 Gyres Institute, this investment will increase 
plastic production capacity by more than 1/3 over 
the next six years alone, with most of it sent to 
developing countries ill-equipped to handle the 
waste. BE AN ADVOCATE for eliminating plastic 
waste and require that producers pay the full cost 
of collecting and recycling plastic. 

 

Mental Health Corner 
 

A Prayer to Live With Grace 

May we discover through pain and torment, 

the strength to live with grace and humor. 

May we discover through doubt and anguish, 

the strength to live with dignity and holiness. 

May we discover through suffering and fear, 

The strength to move toward healing. 

May it come to pass that we be restored to health 

and to vigor. 

May life grant us wellness of body, spirit, and mind. 

And if this cannot be so, may we find in this 

transformation and passage 

Moments of meaning, opportunities for love 

and the deep and gracious calm that comes 

when we allow ourselves to move on. 

~Rabbi Rami M. Shapiro 

 

 

The Eucharist 
 
From lefse, to hardtack, to wild rice and 
blueberries our communion celebration has 
experienced the tangible gifts of God's 
grace through a variety of cultures. We 
thank those who have, and continue to 
supply our bread portion of the Lord's 
Supper. Anyone is welcome, and 
encouraged, to provide some. It doesn't 
have to be fancy, and if it works better in 
your schedule, make it/them ahead of time 
and freeze it!  
 

 

New Office 
Location for 
Bishop Amy 
Odgren & Staff 
 
The building that the 
Synod has owned 

since 2000 was recently sold to a local 
businessperson. The building has been the 
office for three Synod Bishops and their staffs. 
Many meetings have been held at 1105 E 
Superior Street, Upper Suite; good and many 
ministries have their roots in the offices and 
rooms in this building. 
 
The building is larger than what is needed by 
the staff; the second floor is not handicap 
accessible. It was a good time to consider 
selling it and looking at different options. The 
synod office will relocate to First Lutheran 
Church, Duluth. The synod will be leasing space 
on the lower floor on the London Road side, in 



the former preschool space, of their building. 
We are working with an architect and 
contractors to make the space function as 
offices of the synod staff and the needs of 
synod ministries. 
 
We do not have an official address for the new 
synod office at first Lutheran. As soon as that 
information is available, we will share it on the 
website, Facebook and e-newsletters. We will 
keep the same phone number and email 
addresses. 

 
                             

          2023 

Energy Assistance 

 
Many households are struggling to cover rising 

energy costs this year. Energy Assistance helps low-

income households by paying a portion of the 

home’s heating costs. Bi-CAP serves households 

living in Beltrami and Cass Counties. Households 

may request an application by calling Bi-CAP at 

800-332-7161 or 2318-751-4631.  More 

information and applications are available on the 

website: www.bicap.org/projects/assistance 

If you know families who might benefit, be sure to 

pass on this information. 

 

2023 Maximum Energy Assistance Program 

Income Guidelines: 

 

 

Ila Senn Fund 
Since the fall of 2017, there have been a 
couple people each year who have called or 
stopped in seeking assistance. While we have 
given out gift cards from Leech Lake Market, 
thanks to the generosity of a few, we do not 
have an official fund to help people who are not 
members of TLC or connected with the 
congregation. In loving memory of Ila who 
frequently gave to others in need, we have now 
established such a fund. If you would like to 
donate to this fund please mark "Ila Senn 
Fund" in the check memo or on a note along 
with your name, if you'd like it to be included in 
your giving statement, if you give cash. Thank 
You! 
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