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Pastor’s Reflections 
 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
With these words from 2 Corinthians, this church 
embarked on a courageous and unprecedented 
journey more than five years ago. Together, 
through Always Being Made New: The Campaign 
for the ELCA, we envisioned new creation – in our 
communities, our church and our world. 
 
Now, more than five years later, we have been 
richly blessed. At the close of the campaign on June 
30, more than $250 million was contributed in 
cash, multiyear commitments and planned gifts 
toward the priorities of the campaign. You were at 
the forefront of this new venture, and your eager 
participation and generosity made all the 
difference. 
 
Because of you, people find themselves incited, 
empowered and unleashed by the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Seminarians are assisted with 
scholarships, which allow them to respond to God’s 
call to ministry. International women leaders are 
identified and gathered together. The youth and 
young adults of this church are empowered and 
equipped to lead now and in the future. Through 
the grand vision “that all may be fed,” our 
neighbors have food and solutions to food 
insecurity through ELCA World Hunger. And this is 
just the beginning. 
 
Thank you for being a part of this new creation.  
Truly, together we can do more. 
 
 

In God’s grace, 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
 

Check out your impact on the attachment: 
“Your Impact” 

 
From:   Always Being Made New.  
 The Campaign for the ELCA.  
 Impact Report Feb 1, 2014 – June 30, 2019 
 

 
I give thanks to God for another Advent season of 

enriching worship services with our brothers and 

sisters of Aardahl LC. Thank you to Deacon Peter 

Nordquist, Bev Larson, Tom Shepherd, Joanna 

Aamodt, and Pr Peter Warren for sharing their 

stories with us. I also want to lift up my gratitude to 

Laurie B., Bev L., and Kathy B. who partnered with 

me in planning them.   Pr Amanda 
 

 

Annual Church Meeting 
 
All reports for the Annual Meeting are due in 
the office by Monday, Jan 6. This allows for 
preparation to distribute the next Sunday.  
Annual Reports will be available on Sunday 
Jan 12. They can be picked up at the church or 
emailed to you - if you send a request to the 
church secretary at: tlcclsecretary@gmail.com  
The Annual Church Meeting is the last 
Sunday of January, Jan 26, immediately 
following the Sunday Worship Service. 
Voting for 2020 Officers will take place that 
day. Following afterwards will be a potluck 
meal to enjoy together for a bit of fellowship, 
so please bring a dish to share. Please pick up 
a report ahead of time and look over it 
beforehand so we can make informed 
decisions as we will be voting on the 2020 
budget and slate of officers.  
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Thank you for the thoughtful cards and gifts this past 
Christmas! As always, they speak of God's presence in 
and through you.  Pr Amanda 
 

 
Financials for Trinity 
November                                       Month      YTD 

Giving                               $   7,719   $110,027 
Actual Expenses             $   9,514   $115,855 
Budgeted Expenses       $   9,928   $118,946 

 

Youth & Family 
Event 

 

Sun Jan 19 We will be having lunch at the 
Bemidji McDonald's by the lake, paid for by the 
church, and then going sledding at Library 
Park. Please bring your own sled. 

  

Emergency Contacts 

This year and last year I witnessed this 
community look out for one another as health 
concerns have popped up during worship, and I 
am so grateful for it! However, we don't 
necessarily know how to get in touch with   
loved ones if something were to occur. So we 
are asking you to write on the list provided on 
the table in the narthex the name and phone 
number of the person(s) you want us to call in 
case of an emergency. Thank you! 

 

Celebrating 100 years of God's church and 
ministry! 

 
Our 100th anniversary is approaching in 2021, 
and we can't make a celebration happen first 
without a few planners. We will need to have 
sufficient time to organize so we'll have to get 
started this year! No one has yet come 
forward so please consider taking part. 

 

 

 

 

Jim & Lynn 
Weiser 



.  

 
NEMN Synod Conferences 

 

The Deans of our five Conferences: 

(From Left to Right) Pr. Amanda Kossow, Living 
Waters; Pr. Kevin Olson, Laurentian; Bishop Tom 
Aitken; Pr. Peter Kowitz, Lake Superior; Pr. Mike 
Pancoast, Heartland; Pr. Brenda Wicklund, Kettle 
River. 

Trinity’s Church Web Site is here!  

Though we will continue to make changes 
and updates, we invite you to check it out: 

tlccasslake.com 

 

Lent Food Drive 

Trinity will once again be participating in the 
Lent food drive in support of our local shelves. 
Families in our community struggle to put food 
on the table and sometimes do not know 
where the next meal will come from. In St. 
Matthew’s gospel Jesus says, “I was hungry, 
and you gave me something to eat. I was 
thirsty, and you gave me something to drink.” 
Our local food shelves are one significant way 
we feed the hungry and satisfy their thirst. But 
they need our support both in nonperishable 
donations and in monetary gifts which they can 
then use to purchase products that are not 
otherwise available. Now I know you are 
thinking the board of Worship and Education 
has lost their minds, its only January. Here is 
our point, we want to raise awareness about 
hunger in our local community, and we want to 
help feed the hungry and the thirsty. We also 
think it’s a good idea to save a few pennies if 
possible. Our local food shelves very seldom 
have sugar, flour or peanut butter on the 
shelves.  So, if you see any of those items on 
SALE at your local grocery store buy them now 
and donate them in March/April. Over 40% of 
the sugar beets did not get harvested in the 
Red River valley this year because it was too 
wet to get the crop out so I can’t imagine they 
will be donating any sugar to the food 
shelves.  We are keying on 3 staples, sugar, 
flour and peanut butter, which are always short 
at the food shelves, but we will greatly 
appreciate any non-perishable items or 
donations to feed the hungry. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT. 

 

Pat Town 

http://tlccasslake.com/


Christmas Jar 

The members and friends of Trinity Lutheran 
Church generously donated $510.82 to our 
Christmas Jar. Each year we give the all of it to 
neighbors in need in decorated jars, along with a 
copy of the book The Christmas Jar, and a prayer 
shawl and card. Your generosity has enabled Trinity 
to graciously surprise three families this year. As 
you have blessed them, may you also be blessed 
knowing that you have impacted someone’s life. In 
reading testimonies online from recipients of 
Christmas jars, these gifts have restored faith, 
given hope and changed people’s lives. 

 
EcoFaith Green Tip 
 

A 27-year analysis (1989-2016) of insect-trapping 
data from 63 protected areas across Germany 
found a stunning 76 percent decline in the 
abundance of hundreds of species of flying insects - 
from butterflies and moths to wild bees and 
hoverflies. Published in the journal PLOS One, the 
data is replicated in many areas across the planet, 
which is bad news for virtually all other animal 
species, including humans. Without insects, our 
food web would be destroyed. The reasons behind 
insect loss are complex and include habitat loss, 
disease, climate change, and widespread use of 
insecticides that are just as toxic for home use 
as those used in agriculture. Since only 2 percent of 
insects are pests, it isn't necessary to eliminate all 
insects whenever we see a few chewed leaves. For 
advice, send questions to "Ask an Expert" at 
ask.extension.org. Keep plants healthy with fertile 
soils, adequate sunlight and water, and cultivate 
native plants to increase the number of beneficial 
insects (soldier beetles, assassin bugs, lacewing 
larvae) that will help control garden pests. 
Attracting songbirds, 96 percent of which feed 
insects to their young, is another way to control 
pests in your yard. 

January Service Groups 

Date     Readers     Communion Assistants 

1/05 Ila Senn Jerry Cleveland 
& Carol Glidden 

1/12 Marianne 
Kamrud 

Connie Miller    
& Danny 
Struecker 

1/19 Patti Horazuk Terry & Mary 
Nord 

1/26 Jane 
Christianson 

Susan Schulz 
Jane & Lon 
Christianson 

 
January Ushers:  Gary Larson 
    Jerry Cleveland  
  
January Altar Duty and Fellowship: 
 

Bev Larson & Carol Glidden 
 

Procedure for canceling worship 
 

In the event that there is extreme weather that could 

make it unsafe for people to travel to the church 

building for worship, the church will follow the 

steps outlined below.  

1. The pastor and council president will consult 

with each other via phone no later than 2 1/2 

hours before worship to determine if there is a 

need to cancel. If the council president is 

unavailable, then it will follow as such: vice 

president, secretary, treasurer, financial 

secretary.  

2. If it is deemed necessary, then the following 

will occur: 

a. The pastor will change the outgoing 

message on the answering machine to 

inform those who call the office, post it 

on the church’s Facebook page and 

website, and call KB101 FM (218-444-

1011) to request that a weather related 

notification be announced on their 

stations.   

b. People are asked to check one of those 

four locations beforehand and pass the 

word along however they see fit.  

 

http://ask.extension.org/


 

Together Here 
Workshop Series 
 
Join us for the Together 
Here Workshop series as 
together we explore a 
variety of topics on our 
journey towards authentic 
repentance and right relationship with members 
of Indigenous communities in northeastern 
Minnesota. We meet every 2nd Tuesday at 

6:30pm in Grand Rapids at Zion Lutheran 
Church. No RSVP is necessary.  
You can obtain workshop descriptions and 
presenter biographies at 
http://www.nemnsynod.org/together-
here.html.  
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