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Reflections 

A journey to reparation 

 
Map showing land cessions made by Native Americans in the 
present-day state of Minnesota between 1784 and 1894. 
Courtesy of the Northeastern Synod. 

Editor’s note: In this article, the terms Anishinaabe, 
Ojibwe and Chippewa are used interchangeably. To 
learn why, visit whiteearth.com/history. 

For some the concept of “reparation” is a 
troubling one. How can it be done? What is fair 
and equitable? It involves money and grappling 
with history, which makes it a complex and 
emotional topic, one that many individuals and 
organizations shy away from. For the leaders 
of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod, it was 
just the next step in a yearslong commitment.  
 
On Oct. 6 the synod announced that it would  

give $185,400 plus $100 plus $1,100 to the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, which includes 
leadership from the tribe’s six reservations 
(White Earth, Bois Forte, Grand Portage, Mille 
Lacs, Fond du Lac and Leech Lake), as an act 
of reparation. “This number has meaning,” Matt 
McWaters, chair of the synod finance 
committee and pastor of Hope Lutheran 
Church in Walker, Minn., declared on the 
synod’s Broken Lands podcast. “It has 
meaning for our shared narrative in this place 
with our Native American neighbors.” 
In 1854, 1855 and 1866, treaties were signed 
between the Anishinaabe and the federal 
government in which the tribe ceded nearly 10 
million acres of land in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. The years of these treaties coincide 
with the reparation made by the synod: 
1854(00) plus 1(00) year plus 11(00) years. 

Colleen Bernu, the synod’s director for 
evangelical mission and minister for diversity, 
equity and inclusion, said, “Our hope was that 
[the number] would be meaningful to the tribal 
community and that it would encourage people 
who may not know the story to say, ‘What is 
with this figure?’ And that’s exactly what it’s 
done. It’s provided the opportunity for us to 
say, these are treaties by which you are 
allowed to build the community that you live in.” 

“Deep learning leads to a commitment 
to building a relationship, and it’s all 

about the relationship.” 

The synod’s initial press release described 
reparations as “re-pairing: a bringing back 
together that which was violently separated.” 
For Bishop Amy Odgren, “re-pairing” begins 
with listening. “We have a lot to learn about 
storytelling,” she said. “Storytelling with us 
being the receiver and listening. When we 
learn story, we start to see one another in each 
other’s stories, and I feel like that’s the 
beginning of the relationship.” 

As far as actually giving the money to the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, the synod didn’t 
want accolades or notoriety. “There was 
absolutely no ceremony,” Bernu said. “There 
was absolutely no pomp and circumstance. 
This was a gift given with a commitment to 
start re-pairing the broken relationship and 
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breached trust. The check was presented 
between Bishop Amy and President [Cathy] 
Chavers at dinner.” 

Odgren said the dinner with Chavers, president 
of the executive committee of the Minnesota 
Chippewa Tribe and chair of the Bois Forte 
Reservation, was “just a fun meeting.” They 
immediately connected over a shared fashion 
sense and the experience of being 
grandmothers. Odgren shared the work the 
synod had done and its hopes to return land to 
the tribe in the next few years. They both 
committed to more frequent conversations over 
dinner. “We had all these connections with 
each other, and I think that’s what happens 
when you build a relationship,” Odgren said. 

The reparation from the synod was welcomed 
by the tribe, which voted unanimously to 
accept the gift at its Oct. 28 executive meeting. 
Gary Frazer, executive director of the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, expressed 
gratitude and shared that the leadership 
discussed how they might use the gift “to help 
our children currently in foster care to be 
reunited with their families.” 

He added, “We appreciate the honesty that the 
Lutheran church has shown for the past 
mistakes that were made and look forward to a 
closer relationship in the future.” 

“Know your context” 

Reparation is a big conversation happening all 
over the country, including in our churches. 
Bernu, a direct descendant of the Osaugie 
Community in the Fond Du Lac Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa, shared some thoughts 
about churches and synods wanting to make 
reparations to Indigenous communities: “Know 
your context. Understand the culture and the 
community of the Indigenous people with 
whom you plan to enter into this work. 
Understand the priorities of that community 
and what’s important to them and what feels 
like reparative work for that community. 

“For us, to do a reparation or a land return 
without relationship and a commitment to 
figuring out how to live well together going 
forward would’ve been just an act.” 

Odgren added, “Deep learning needs to 
happen before you rush into a reparation. 
Because that deep learning leads to a 
commitment to building a relationship, and it’s 
all about the relationship.” 

Synod leaders plan to continue to live out their 
commitment to building relationships with their 
Ojibwe neighbors. “It’s a beginning,” McWaters 
explained. “It’s not the last step. We are just 
starting to find our place here together and to 
write this narrative together again.” 

Listen to the Broken Lands podcast. 
(https://www.togetherhere.org/broken-lands-
podcast) 

Written by:  Brenda Blackhawk, director of 
communications at Central Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis. 
(This article originally appeared in Living Lutheran’s Jan 
2023 issue. Reprinted with permission. © ELCA.) 
 

 

 

God invites you... 
 

To worship, soup supper and study 
from 5:30-6:30 pm on Weds (Mar 1-
29). This year we are going to try 
something different by combining all of 
these faith and life enriching activities 
into one. Want or willing to provide a 
simple meal of soup and bread? Please 
sign up on the table in the welcome 
area. As is tradition Ash Wed worship 
will kick off the season on Feb 22 at 
5:30 pm.  

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/09/amy-odgren-elected-bishop-of-the-elca-northeastern-minnesota-synod/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2022/05/the-journey-begins/
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Come to the table!   

 

One of the strengths of the early church 
was their gathering together to share a 
meal. Jesus invited his disciples to come to 
breakfast at the lakeshore. It is a bit early in 
the season for that kind of meal, but we can 
gather in the warmth of the fellowship hall 
each month to sit down together around 
God's gift of food. The menus are posted on 
the table in the welcome area. Please sign 
up so we know how much food to prepare. 
Invite someone to join you for worship and 
a meal and time for fellowship. 

 
 

Procedure for canceling 

worship 
 

In the event that there is extreme weather that could 

make it unsafe for people to travel to the church 

building for worship, the church will follow the 

steps outlined below. 

  

1.      The pastor and council president will 

consult with each other via phone Sun morning 

to determine if there is a need to cancel. If the 

council president is unavailable, then it will 

follow as such: vice president, secretary, 

treasurer, financial secretary. 

2.      If it is deemed necessary, then the following 

will occur: 

a.       The pastor will change the outgoing 

message on the answering machine no 

later than 2 1/2 hours before worship to 

inform those who call the office, post it 

on the church’s Facebook page and 

website, and call KB101 FM (218-444-

1011) to request that a weather-related 

notification be announced on their 

stations. 

b.      People are asked to check one of 

those four locations beforehand and pass 

the word along however they see fit. 

       3. If worship is canceled, then all other ministry 

activities that day will also be canceled.  

 

Stewardship Article:  
POLLINATOR PILOT PROJECT 

Six lutheran churches in the NE MN ELCA Synod 
started participating last year in a project to 
plant a pollinator/Monarch Waystation garden 
on their church property.  The only difference 
in a pollinator garden and a Monarch 
Waystation is that milkweed (a native plant-not 
a weed) must be present to be considered a 
Monarch Waystation.  The six congregations 
are: 
          French River in French River (Pastor Kim 
Sturtz) 
          Our Savior's in Outing (Kami Genz) 
          Bethesda in Malmo (Julie Swaggert) 
          Bethlehem in Twig (SAM Kristin Peterson) 
          Our Redeemer in Pine City (Mary Jo 
Mettler) 
          St. Andrews in Grand Rapids (Jan Bilden) 
 
They are being guided by synod members who 
have experience in this area: 
          Pastor Mark Ditmanson (Bethlehem in 
Grand Marais) 
          Laura Raedeke (Lutheran Church of the 
Cross in Nisswa) 
          Tom Uecker (Gloria Dei in Duluth) 
 
To help jump start the project the six 
congregations were given a seed packet, 
Pollinator Paradise (includes milkweed), for 
approximately 250 square feet. There are no 
size requirements for the project. The seed 
packets have been approved by the Xerxes 
Society and come from the Itasca Soil and 
Water Conservation District. Seed packets were 
financed by a grant from the NE MN EcoFaith 
Network that was obtained by Jan Bilden, a 
member of the EcoFaith leadership team and 
St. Andrews Lutheran in Grand Rapids. 



Additional free milkweed seed is available if 
needed. Milkweed is necessary as it is the only 
plant upon which monarchs will lay eggs and 
caterpillars will eat. According to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service monarch butterflies 
officially meet criteria for protection under the 
Endangered Species Act. Monarchs are good at 
finding milkweed; they just need more 
milkweed to find. 

The pilot project is experimental in nature. We 
hope it will bring a wealth of information and 
help be a springboard for many more 
congregations to try in the following 
years. Some helpful guidelines include: no 
insecticides/herbicides, sharing of information, 
natural compost, watering of plants especially 
beginning plants, remove invasive species, use 
native plants, mulch. 

Other congregations have also shown interest, 
and we have established a mailing list: 
          Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Duluth (Cyndi Venberg) 
          United in Proctor (Linda Southute) 
          Faith in Hoyt Lakes (Gina A. Haynes) 
          Trinity in Cook (Bruce Barbisch) 
 
Right now there are 8 churches in Northeast 
MN that have Monarch Waystations on their 
property. The certification process is quite 
simple and can be accessed at:   
          monarchwatch.org--click on the link to   
          Monarch Waystations 
 
But pollinator gardens can also be planted at 
schools, businesses, parks, etc. They will 
probably have somewhat of a different look 
than regular gardens. They will have a more 
wild, less cultivated or manicured 
appearance. These plants are more welcoming 
to all kinds of bees, butterflies, and 
birds. Native plants have an additional benefit 
by having long deep roots that help stop 
erosion and store carbon. 

Hopefully, this year this pilot project will 
become a synod wide initiative with help from 
these six brave congregations. 

 

Trinity Financials  December 2022 

Giving     $13,230.98    

Actual Expenses   $10,357.75     

Budget   $10,823.60 

 

 
  

Home visitation ministers 

Do you enjoy fellowship? Are you looking for a 
new way to serve God and neighbor? If so then 

maybe the ministry of home visitation is for 
you! I am looking to train a couple of people to 

visit our siblings in Christ with blessed 
sacraments while I am on sabbatical next 

summer. If interested, please let me know.  

Sincerely, 
Pr Amanda  

 
 
 

SAVE THE 
DATE  

March 5 
 
The Vision Team will 
be sponsoring a meal 

after worship, rather than our normal 
fellowship gathering.  It will be a time to 
learn and tell our story as a congregation. 
This will be our history conversation meal, 
covering topics such as trends, key pivotal 
points, as well as our vision for the 
future.  Please come and share in the 
meal. A Blessed Happy Holidays to all of our 
members, their families and our friends! 



 
WELCA Meeting 
Feb 13 at 11 AM 

Each Monday: 
      10am Bible Study &    
       11am Crafters 
Winter/Spring bible study is 
“The Ten Commandments 

Reviving the Soul” 
 

 
 
 

Tammy (Steele) Collins was 
diagnosed with polycystic 
kidney disease 4 years ago. 
And was told she would 
need a kidney transplant. In 
September er 2020 she was 
added to the national 
waiting list. She started 
dialysis in May 2022. At her 

checkup in early September her doctor told 
her being she’s diabetic and on dialysis she 
needs a transplant as soon as possible. 
Please call Fargo Transplant at 701-234-
6715 with any questions. Keep her in your 
prayers.     Thank you.  

See Facebook (kidney for Tammy) 
Joshua Collins/Son 
Sadie Meyer/sister 
 

 
Needed: any kind of new 

or used gift bags for the 

kids room for the Bazaar. 

Leave in church office or 

welcome area. Put Carol’s 

name on them. Thank you. 

 

Green Tip 

In 2015, Congress 

lifted the 40-year-

old restrictions on 

crude-oil exports, 

driving the surge in 

U.S. oil and 

natural-gas 

production thanks to new fracking technology. 

At the same time, fracked oil is creating by-

products (ethane gas) useful in plastics 

production, with hundreds of new facilities 

going up especially along the Gulf Coast and 

the upper Ohio River Valley. Not only do these 

facilities emit sulfur dioxide, volatile organic 

compounds and nitrogen oxides that form ozone 

smog, carcinogens such as benzene, 

formaldehyde, and other particulate matter, 

each new facility will consume 20 to 25 million 

gallons of water per day. According to the 

International Energy Agency, the single largest 

source of plastic demand is packaging, while 

the Ellen MacArthur Foundation finds that 

environmental damage and greenhouse gases 

emitted during its production together cost 

some $40 billion annually. BE AWARE that 

dependence on a fossil fuel economy underpins 

both the climate crisis and the plastics crisis. 

 

Mental Health Corner 
 

 
(Originally posted on the ELCA's Suicide Prevention 
Ministry FB page on Dec 5, 2022)  



MARCH IS 

MINNESOTA 

FOOD SHARE 

MONTH 

The Minnesota Food 

Share Campaign is 

underway!  Now in its 42nd year, this campaign 

remains the largest grassroots food and fund 

drive to stock nearly 300 food shelves across 

Minnesota.  This year, the need remains even 

higher.   Northland families, seniors and other 

individuals continue to suffer from lost jobs and 

smaller paychecks because of the economy.  As 

you know the cost of buying food has increased 

significantly stretching pay checks to the limit.  

During this past year the Bemidji food shelf has 

served 9,220 households, 28,870 individuals 

with 595,611 pounds of food.  In addition, 

there were 1,646 first time customers.  The 

Cass Lake food shelf has seen similar increases.  

You can help feed your northland neighbors by 

giving. Every dollar you give provides an 

incredible seven meals through the food bank 

programs and partners. This year the board of 

Worship and Education is seeking personal care 

items like toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, 

shampoo, deodorant, hand lotion, diaper, 

sanitary napkins, etc. These items are generally 

in short supply at both the Cass Lake and 

Bemidji food shelves. We are keying on these 

specific items but will graciously take any non-

perishable food products or financial donations 

to assist those in need.  Complete meals in a 

can are also good suggestions to give like Dinty 

Moore Beef Stew, Spaghetti with meat balls, 

and Beef Ravioli in Pasta Sauce. We support 

both the Cass Lake and Bemidji food shelves 

and will evenly divide all donations, both 

products and money, between both ministries. 

If you make a financial donation, make the 

check payable to “Trinity Lutheran Church” and 

in the memo line write “Food Shelf.” If you are 

making a non-perishable or personal care item 

donation, drop them off any Sunday morning or 

during normal office hours, Monday, Thursday 

and Friday, 9-12. God bless you and thank you 

for your support.   

 

 

The 40 days of Lent are a season to reflect and 

remember, to look forward and ahead. These are 

not easy times for many of us. We know the 

challenges our world faces. Yet the season of Lent 

reminds us that God is not yet through with us or 

our world. Amid our own dependence on God, we 

know by faith that God is even now at work, 

drawing us toward the resurrection and restoration 

of the world. 

 Thank you for all you are doing in your 

congregation and community to continue God’s 

work and to share the grace and love of Christ. We 

invite you to continue your work by connecting 

your congregation to the church’s global work to 

end hunger and poverty during ELCA World 

Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving, which begins on Ash 

Wednesday, February 22. 

The Council has decided Lenten 

offerings to be split 50-50 between 

the general fund and ELCA World 

Hunger. 

The Eucharist 
 
From lefse, to hardtack, to wild rice and 
blueberries our communion celebration has 
experienced the tangible gifts of God's 
grace through a variety of cultures. We 
thank those who have, and continue to 



supply our bread portion of the Lord's 
Supper. Anyone is welcome, and 
encouraged, to provide some. It doesn't 
have to be fancy, and if it works better in 
your schedule, make it/them ahead of time 
and freeze it!  
 

 

 
NBWS was founded in 1978 and opened its 
shelter doors in 1979 as a safe place for 
individuals and families fleeing domestic 
violence.  Today, NBWS continues to support 
survivors of domestic violence as they 
determine their next steps.  One might not 
realize the number of barriers that can prevent 
a person from leaving an abusive relationship – 
from homelessness and economic insecurity to 
isolation from healthy support networks. Last 
year NBWS served 7898 individuals, providing 
over 47,000servuces. 
Your gift helps a person or family start over. 
People come to NBWS for a saft place to live 
and for other support; some move on from the 
shelter and are left to rebuild a new home – 
with no furniture or other household items. 
Your gift supports a new start.  
Your support is greatly appreciated and is 
valuable in the NBWS mission to provide crisis 
shelter, victim-centered advocacy and 

supportive services to victims of intimate 
partner violence. 
 

 

 
 

 

First posted Dec 28, 2021 
on  https://www.facebook.com/elcaspm.org/posts/3158950241050319 
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The last couple of months, we, the Vision team, 
asked you to help us out by taking part in a 

congregation wide survey. For those who are of 
an inquiring mind, here are the results:  

 

 

 


