Second Sunday in Advent    Dec 08, 2024
Mission Statement: We invite you to worship Christ, live by His Word and strive with us to be disciples of His teachings. 
Welcome & Announcements
Reading & Candle Lighting:  He Came Down ELW #253 vs1-2
Text: Cameroon traditional. Music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John J. Bell ©1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted & podcasted with permission under ONE LISCENSE #A-730053. All rights reserved.
1 He came down that we may have love;

he came down that we may have love;

he came down that we may have love;

hallelujah forevermore.

2 He came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;

hallelujah forevermore.

*Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection) 
God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. Amen.
Gathering Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW #270

Text: Charles Wesley, alt. Music: Felix Mendelssohn; arr. William H. Cummings. Public Domain.
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the new-born king;

peace on earth, and mercy mild,



God and sinners reconciled.”

Joyful, all you nations, rise;

join the triumph of the skies;

with angelic hosts proclaim,

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain:

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the new-born king!”

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored,

Christ, the ever-lasting Lord,

late in time behold him come,

offspring of the virgin's womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!

Hail, the incarnate deity!

Pleased as man with us to dwell,

Jesus, our Emmanuel! [Refrain]

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

ris'n with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise each child of earth,

born to give us second birth. [Refrain]
Greeting   (Cong: “And also with you.”)
Prayer Of The Day       (see Celebrate insert)              

**Readings      (see Celebrate insert)

*Gospel Acclamation page 205 Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Pew Edition. 10th printing, January 2013, © 2006 ELCA. Published by: Augsburg Fortress. Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring
Gospel       Glory to you, O Lord         Praise to you, O Christ
** Sermon & Hymn: All Earth Is Hopeful ELW #266
Text: Alberto Taule, tr. Madeleine Forell Marchall. Music: Alberto Taule. Text & Tune tr. 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litirgica, admin. OPC Publications. Reprinted & podcasted with permission under ONE LISCENSE #A-730053. All rights reserved.
1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!

Furrows lie open for God’s creative task:

This, the labor of people who struggle to see

How God’s truth and justice set everybody free.
2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:

“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”

She conceived him, “God with us,” our brother, whose birth restores hope and courage to children of this earth.

3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

New highways opened, new protocols declared. Almost here!

God is nearing in beauty and grace!

All clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste!
4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.

This same Lord Jesus today has come to live in our world;

He is present, in neighbors we see

Our Jesus is with us and ever sets us free.
Holy Baptism:     Halle Grace Ruzek   page 227
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world.

We present Halle Grace Ruzek for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ?

I do.

As you bring Halle to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:


To live with her among God’s faithful people,


Bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,


Teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 


Commandments,


Place in her hands the holy scriptures,


And nurture her in faith and prayer,


So that she may learn to trust God,


Proclaim Christ through word and deed,


Care for others and the world God made,


And work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life?

I do.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?

I do.
People of God, do you promise to support Halle Grace and pray for her in her new life in Christ?

We do.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,


Creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

        Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

        Born of the virgin Mary,

        Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

        Was crucified, died and was buried; 

        He descended to the dead. 

        On the third day he rose again; 

        He ascended into heaven,

        He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

        And he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,    

        the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

        the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your holy Spirit, the power of your living word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Halle Grace, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Halle Grace with the gift of your Holy spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of council and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Halle Grace, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.


Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life…OR


Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.
Prayers of the People           (see Celebrate insert)
Sharing God’s Peace of Reconciliation (C: “And also with you.”) 
**Offering (Our mission and ministries are possible thanks to the Lord's labor through our faithful living and giving. The Spirit invites us into Christ's way of generosity as we worship God by sharing our offerings.)
*Offertory: Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW #207
Music: Ronald A. Nelson. Text & Music © 1978 & 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted & podcasted with permission under ONE LISCENSE #A-730053. All rights reserved. 
Thankful hearts and voices raise: tell ev’ey one what God has done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear the name of Christ. Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Offering Prayer: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving    

L: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.  C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                          

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution

Read these sacred words that will have been spoken.

"In the night which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took break, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, 'Take and eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.' Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying, 'This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.'" 

The Lord’s Prayer
**Hymns: This Little Light of Mine  ELW #677

Text & Music: African American spiritual, arr. © Horace Clarance Boyer. Reprinted/podcasted with permission under ONE LISCENSE #A-730053.  All rights reserved.

1 This little light of mine,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
this little light of mine,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
this little light of mine,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2 Ev'rywhere I go,
I'm goina'a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3 Jesus gave it to me,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me,
I'm goin'a let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  ELW #241

Text: Paul Gerhardt, tr. composite. Music: Johann Cruger. Public Domain.  

1 O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?

Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight!

Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, your lamp within my breast

to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best.

2 I lay in fetters, groaning; you came to set me free.

I stood, my shame bemoaning; you came to honor me.

A glorious crown you give me, a treasure safe on high

that will not fail or leave me as earthly riches fly.

3 Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me.

Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.

Oh, love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace

in love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race.

4 Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, who sit in deepest gloom,

who mourn your joys departed and tremble at your doom.

All hail the Lord's appearing! O glorious Sun, now come,

send forth your beams so cheering and guide us safely home.

*Prayer after Communion: Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. Amen.
Blessing: God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. Amen.
We turn, sending each other out by song into God's mission field.
Sending Hymn: Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW #239

Text: Philip Doddridge. Music: Thomas Haweis. Public Domain

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,

the Savior promised long;

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne

and ev'ry voice a song.

2 He comes the pris'ners to release,

in Satan's bondage held.

The gates of brass before Him burst,

the iron fetters yield.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,

the bleeding soul to cure,

and with the treasures of his grace

to enrich the humble poor.

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,

your welcome shall proclaim,

and heav'n's eternal arches ring

with your beloved name.

Sending:  L: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.   
     A: Thanks be to God. 
This week:  Mon     10am Bible Study; 11am crafters


Wed 
 12m Noon Board of Trustees
Wed
 1:30pm Advent Worship


Today-Reader: Al R CA: Tiana R & Cheryl R  Rec: Brian R  
Advent Wreath: Ruzek Family
Next Sun Reader, CA, Rec & Advent Wreath: Swanson Family
Ushers for Dec: Neil Ramsey & John Utley
Christmas Eve Service: Tues 12/24 @ 4pm

2025 Offering envelopes are on the table in the welcome area.

Keep in prayer: Military service members, Victims/Survivors of violence & war, first responders, those living with mental health conditions; all life affected by disasters, Asian elephants, Jeremy Gappert, Terry Baltuff, John Peterson, Ruth Dorn, Gene Patten, Donna DuBain Hirdler, Roxann Eischens, for the Spirit’s mission & vision for us and following it. 

Prayer of the Week: Gracious God, We are thankful that you remind us of our roles in creating pathways to a life with Jesus Christ. As we start with ourselves, removing distractions to lives of faith and service, help us invite others to walk this road with us. Together we work and pray for the coming of your kingdom. Amen, Come Lord Jesus.
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